The first edition of this truly valuable work was published more than forty years ago, and received a most favourable character from the leading medical Journals of that time : it was mentioned also with commendation by Sprengel in his Critical Review of Medicine. To most of the readers of the present day it has all the novelty of a new book ; few are acquainted with it, and fewer still have learned to appreciate the value of the doctrines it propounds. To us it has a peculiar interest; and more especially at the present time, when we have been endeavouring to settle in some degree the opinions of our medical brethren on the important subject of Infection, as an attribute of certain diseases, and a cause of their projjagation and diffusion. It is, indeed, most gratifying to find that so enlightened an observer as the author of the work now under review had long ago adopted and advocated, with no common ability, the same view of the question as we have sought to establish: the sanction of such an authority goes far to confirm us in the accuracy of our own opinions. In 
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The cause of so great an alteration in the health of the people of England, Heberden attributes to the improvements that have gradually taken place in London and all the great towns, and in the manner of living throughout the whole kingdom, particularly with respect to cleanliness and ventilation. The great influence of the assigned causes I by no means dispute; on the contrary, I am perfectly satisfied of their efficacy in the production of these happy results : in admitting this, however, I consider them to have been not the immediate but merely the remote agents in effecting such a change in the mortality of dysentery. The influence of these causes was exerted through the medium of another disease, which, if the preceding views be correct, is the great source of danger as well as contagion in dysentery: their operation was primarily exerted in mitigating and preventing contagious fever; by that means acting secondarily on dysentery, which, when separated from this its dangerous associate, is no longer an object of terror to the patient or his attendants. This opinion is supported by various facts relative to the plague, to be found in the same author.
It would appear that the disease, so called, was seldom absent from London previously to the great fire of 1666, after which event it never more visited the metropolis ; it appeared also that dysentery, antecedently to that period, was in general both malignant and destructive, and that shortly after there was a wonderful decrease in its frequency and severity; and though dysentery still prevailed from that time to 1692, a space of twenty-five years, it had much decreased in mortality. 
